MINUTES
WARRICK COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD & DEPARTMENT OF STORM WATER MANAGEMENT

107 W. Locust St.

Boonville, Indiana 47601

AUGUST 13, 2008

The Warrick County Drainage Board and Storm Water Management met in regular session with Vice President Nova Conner presiding; also present were Don Williams, Secretary; James E. Niemeyer, Surveyor; Bobby Howard, Director of SWM and David K. Zengler, Attorney for Boards.

Deputy Scott Holder was also present.

Minutes were recorded and transcribed by Cheryl D. Embry.

Those in the audience were Albert R. Ashley, Millard New David A. Buckman, Harold Baker, Cindy Horn, Juanita and James Lindsey, Cheryl and Gary Weaver Doug Kildsig and Jim Biggerstaff.

Nova Conner: I call to order the meeting of the Department of Storm Water Management and the Drainage Board, Phil Baxter our President is not here due to a death and I will do the agenda with the help of Don Williams. I think that we have so many issues with the Storm Water Department that I would probably like to take that first.

Don Williams:  Let’s just go down through the agenda.

Nova Conner: Okay, but I am going to take the Storm Water first as I think there’s more there because I think there are some people her for that. So lets get started, Bobby get us started please.

BILLING STATUS:
Bobby Howard:  The first item on the agenda is the status of the billings as you are aware there were several parcels that weren’t picked up in the initial billing. Umbaugh has received another data base from Manatron and they picked up an additional 335 residential parcels and 28 non-residential parcels which would be a total of 363 bills that we would need to look to send out through the department. I developed a letter to send out with those bills basically we’re looking at a cost of probably $400.00 to $500.00 to mail them out and print them in-house and I’m still reviewing the data base to make sure that this is still everyone because I feel that they……
Nova Conner:  This is the third data base?

Bobby: This is the…yeah I believe it’s the third data base.

Nova Conner:  And as far as the Auditor doing that Bobby, will that be…because I know that there would be some work with that but if we have the names….

Bobby: Right, he has a list of the information to be put into the data base for next years billings but we’ll have to send out our own this year to complete that and then they will have to manually correct these 363 bills.
FEE ASSESSMENT APPEALS:

Bobby: The next item is in regards to the appeal of the fee assessments, several residents have talked about the appeal wanting the fee removed due to the property draining into a pit and not leaving that pit but that pit is not necessarily on their own property. So they do affect their neighbors with their drainage from the resident’s homes. So we kind of looked at this and we need a policy decision on how we want to handle it. Initially everyone in the County had to pay the fee because water runs off of their property, if the owner is able to prove that water does not leave their property then we may be able to waive that fee, if that is how you want to look at that policy.

Do we need to vote on the policy?

David K. Zengler: Well, you need to vote whether you do it…..

Don Williams:  I personally think that if any homeowner can prove that they retain their own water they ought to be exempt from that fee if they are retaining it on their own property. I would make a motion that we do that.

Jim Niemeyer: I’ll second that.

Nova Conner:  Okay, all in favor?

Motion was made and seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

Don Williams:  As director you should handle that, I don’t think that should have to come before the Board personally.

Bobby: I’ll inform the residents that have called me on what the decision was.
Don Williams: I assume that what they would have to do is get a surveyor to shoot the grade and show that it runs into a retention pond or a lake or something.

Bobby: Most likely that would be a route they would have to do is get a signed statement from a surveyor or professional engineer that certifies that the water does not leave their property and then it can be removed from the tax bill.

CITIZENS REQUESTS AND COMMENTS:

Bobby: The next item is Citizens requests and comments and there may be a few people here today that wanted to discuss this fee and get more information on it. I don’t know if you want to take some time now to address it and see if anyone…..

Nova Conner:  Okay, that’s fine. Do you know…..

Don Williams:   We can, Madam Vice-President if you would like I would be glad to inform the public that this was published in the paper, there were letters to the editor, there were public meetings at Castle High School, Boonville High School and Tecumseh High School all trying to get citizens to come and listen at what was going on and get their input. When we were at Castle I believe there 18 that showed up, at Boonville there were 8 and at Tecumseh there was the engineer and me. So apparently no one from the northern part of the county was at all interested in it and a lot of times it doesn’t happen until people get the bill. What this stems from was when just before Al Gore left the presidency got a law passed through the Environmental Protection Agency, that law was passed down to every state,  the State of Illinois, State of Indiana. The State of Illinois adopted the EPA act as it was written, Indiana the Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) they tend to take those bills from the EPA and they like to embellish them a lot and some of that we got mitigated down. Originally that law had things in it like if you had an animal, a domesticated animal it cannot defecate within 100-feet of a ditch. At one of the State wide meetings I brought up how we in Warrick County are supposed to be able to tell the difference between a coyote and a collie and finally that part of it the really silly stuff disappeared. But what this is, is an unfunded mandate from the State of Indiana through the IDEM. When it first came to us we were told you will implement this or you will go to jail, that was the end of the discussion. They looked at us right in the eye and said this is what will happen this is what has been mandated, it’s what they call an unfunded mandate which the State says you will do it but we’re not going to pay for it. We had these public meetings and the people from the southern part of the county which of course has a massive flooding problems, I’m from Lynnville and us folks up north we really don’t have a lot of problems with drainage and I pay it just like everybody else does and I bite my lip when I do it because I know I don’t have any problems as far as drainage goes. The southern part, the people wanted it to be $12.00 a month, it ranges throughout the state anywhere from about $2.50 and if I remember correctly to about $13.00. Of course we do have some significant flooding areas and quality issues more so than the southern part of the county than the northern part of the county even though we do have some. But the bottom line was we had to mandate this, we wanted to exempt non-profit organizations such as churches and sirs and tax exempt services that serve the public but since this is a utility and not a tax we weren’t able to do so. We were able to get the charges mitigated down to a lower rate but yet we had to charge cause not only had to pay my income taxes I’ve also got the check from the Treasurer from the church that I attend and paid the churches also. This is not something that anybody in county government takes any pleasure in. We did not desire to do it, we were commanded to do it from the state and that is the long and the short of it. I absolutely fought having it any higher than $5.00, I thought $5.00 was more than enough to me it was almost too much but certainly $12.00 which would have been $144.00 a year would have been much much more impact. That is where we’re at today and I don’t know what your comments are but I want to make sure that you understood what this was all about, it is not something that your local county government says hey, this is a great idea lets get some more money from our taxpayers and do this. That is not the case at all, the case is the IDEM thru the state government says you will do this and we will not fund it and you have to and that is all I have to say unless you have a specific questions, I have a couple hands and if you would if it’s all right with Madam Vice-President since I’m already acting here and you would like to make a comment or have a question. Please come up to the microphone state your name and address and state your question and we will answer it if we possibly can and try not to say the same thing over and over.

Juanita Lindsey:  My name is Juanita Lindsey I live on Maryjoetta and my simple question is what is this money going to do, where are you going to put it and how is it going to benefit?

Don Williams:  Okay, some of it will be used for water education, which doesn’t seem like a lot. Some of it will, this is a unique bill in that it’s not only a water quantity bill, it’s more of a water quality bill. We have to go out throughout the county, all the county and we have to monitor different discharges in the ditch, they have to be sampled, they have to be tested, and that’s part of it especially if there is a complaint. Like you drive down the road and someone is dumping water into a ditch and it’s all bubbly and everything and you say that don’t look right, it’s going to pollute everything so you call and then Bobby gets the complaint. We have inspectors that go out and take samples, we have to pay for those inspections, the other part of it is the flooding issues. We have flooding here in the Boon Township area, we have flooding especially down in Ohio Township and very little up in the other parts. The thing that this does for the citizens of the county other than taking money out of your pockets, it does enable the county, the government with permission of the homeowner to go in on private property and help solve flooding and water quality conditions. Commissioner Conner before he left us you know he said this is really a bag of lemons and we all agree with that and our only option is to try and make lemonade out of it by trying to do some constructive stuff that helps people in these areas that do have problems.
Juanita Lindsey: Is it only drainage or does it also include sewage?
Don Williams:  This is strictly a storm water, we’re talking about rain. I mean when we were children who would have thought that they would try and control rain, I mean we can’t turn it on and we can’t turn it off, we can’t determine what comes down out of the sky but yet somehow we’re expected to control those waters.

Millard New: Millard New 4033 Triple Crown Drive in Newburgh Ohio Township. If I understood you  right, everybody in the County is paying this other than the exceptions that you might be talking about.

Don Williams:  Everybody in the County, the school corporation and churches as it is a utility not a tax and it’s not a good thing.

David Zengler:  Other than the incorporated areas, it does not include cities.

Don Williams:   Right, inside city limits is not County.

Bobby: Most cities do their own anyway.

Don Williams:  Right, Boonville so far has not been part of this, they will probably be included in the next two years, Newburgh is and parts of Chandler or maybe all of Chandler and now why Chandler is and Boonville isn’t is the $64,000.00 question. But it has to do with the amount of population per square mile. But it’s not going to stop there, when this came down at that meeting, I asked that question. You see this is Phase two, Phase one was all the big cities, they made them control and filter their storm water to make the waters (unquote) in the state cleaner and then the question was asked Did it make it cleaner where we even need this and the response was, we don’t know and we really don’t care, we’re doing this. So that is kind of the way it came down from the state.
Mr. New: So the State’s requirement were new additional things had to be happening in other words, we were supposedly taking care of our drainage and so on so forth with the normal taxation system before we incorporated this $60.00 per person.

Don Williams:  We’ve always taken care of what we call our legal drains. Our legal drains are those big ditches that have names and they carry water away from the County. Now we’re talking about every little drain, anything that water runs down through it is part of this one.

Mr. New: So since we taxpayers were already paying a non-designated amount we were still paying for drainage through our normal taxation system property taxes, I assume and now this new one, are these dollars being combined or is this now the County has those old taxes still being paid through the normal taxation system and we’re paying an additional $60.00?
Don Williams:  Yes, but one is a utility and one is a tax. And I guess the old saying is if it smells like a tax, feels like a tax….but you know there really is a fine line there.

Nova Conner:  I do want you to understand though, sir, in our regular drainage board as far as the revenues that we got for that they were very minimal and really when we looked at the entire amount just trying to even keep ditches clean there was just not enough there. We see this now as an opportunity to really do some things that we couldn’t do before. We have not had the revenue to approach some of these problems from a very comprehensive approach and look at it regionally and really get the input and make sure that we’re doing it right and that we’re going to solve a lot of problems due to that approach. And this is the first opportunity that we’ve really had to do that.

Mr. New: And speaking only for myself, I appreciate, I think it’s a good idea to have some designated funds to go only towards drainage which I’m assuming that’s what your procedures will require. Because I came to a meeting a couple of meetings last fall and by the way this is probably not on the subject but I want to thank you for what the county did starting at Libbert and going all the way down, I forget the name of the ditch ( he was talking about Edwards Ditch) but they did a fantastic job. But I want to tell you at this time that nobody touched the south side of  the Lloyd between Bell and Frame Road there are still trees and everything else and you’ve got to get to that, it’s got to get out of there. I live right behind that and I can tell you I was almost flooded during those September rains.
Don Williams: Is that a legal drain there, Jim or not? The reason I asked that question, see the legal drains are paid with tax dollars and the other can be taken care of with Storm water dollars. Do you know where he’s talking about there?
Jim Niemeyer: Well , it’s the on the west side of Frame Road……

Mr. New: It’s on the east side of Frame Road and on the west side of Bell Road it’s a ditch that goes just to the north of Lic’s and all that along that between Bell and Frame Roads.

Jim Niemeyer:  We just recently installed a legal drain, not install it per se but created one there that is behind Schnucks on the east side of Springview Apartments.

Mr. New: That’s the other end of it, I’m talking specifically between Bell and Frame Roads.

Jim Niemeyer: No, that water runs north into Edwards Ditch.

Bobby: Right, it is a legal drain there, Jim where he’s talking about, he’s talking about the ditch next to the south side of the Lloyd.

Mr. New: Yes the ditch goes all the way down on both sides and we appreciate what was done but nonetheless nothing was done there and there are trees in that ditch.

Jim Niemeyer: We cleaned that two years ago and its grown back I realize that.

Mr. New: I’m affected by it and I just hope it’s on somebody’s list.

Don Williams:  We will inspect it and see what can be done.

Albert Ashley:  I’m ain’t much of a speaker, Albert Ashley. I was here and I talked to Bobby. I’m the one he’s talking about the water going off into a pit which is the neighbors and the pit never overflows and goes into a legal drain. I’ve got a lake back there and we’re pay…..the way I look at this water thing we’re paying for an act of God and that shouldn’t be right, anybody can’t control that.
Don Williams:  You won’t find an argument from anybody up here.

Mr. Ashley: Okay, I’ve got a lake back there on me that I collect water from the State Road and farm fields that has silted shut twice and I just re-dug it last year. Okay if that is not controlled are you’ins liable to clean that lake out again?
Bobby: It’s on private property.

Mr. Ashley: It might be on private property but it’s coming off public property that silting it shut.

Bobby: We may be able to look at the addressing the silt issue coming from the public property to see if there is something that can be done to keep that erosion from happening and you know we could go through and see what other avenues we could take to keep that ditch from silting in.

Mr. Ashley: Okay, I’ve got one other thing to bring up. You’ are here to control the water drainage and stuff okay if somebody gets flooded out are you liable for it or is the State liable? If the water floods them out because you can’t control the act of God and by George you saying you can and so you’re charging us for it and it’s just like paying insurance.

Don Williams:   You’re preaching to the choir but go ahead. I can stand out there and say the same thing you’re doing and be in 100% agreement with you. I just want you to understand that.

Mr. Ashley: You see what I’m saying I ain’t on you’ins I’m just stating the opinion of lots of people. Our wages and stuff ain’t going up just like a State tax came in for 7% well, Warrick County raised both pieces of my appraisals so they could get the same amount of money and that wasn’t right. Now we ‘ve got the 7% sales tax, everybody’s pockets is getting thinner and thinner so we’re going to have to cut someplace and start managing right instead of letting these cop cars go home and drive to their private things to cut the gas. The sheriff got a new allotment for his gasoline budget what’d he do next week go buy him a new bigger vehicle to consume more gas. I mean we’ve got to manage I understand that and you’ins are in a can of worms. I know that, that’s all I’ve got to say I mean just like a drainage if the water does not go into a public ditch way or river or anything else you shouldn’t be charged for it even if it is going on the neighbors unless the neighbor hollers and you have to pay him damages. That’s just like State and all that farm field coming into my lake, I mean it’s cost me $5,000 to $6,000.00 each time to clean it out and I’ve never said nothing about it until this came up.
Nova Conner:  And I do think that all of us can definitely empathize with that but what I can tell you that all of us on this Board want to be the most efficient that we can be with those dollars. We agree that things are getting tight and you need to maybe express some of this even to the Council because they are the ones who determine the budget.

Mr. Ashley: I said I would never get involved in politics after dad was in it and by George it’s just about got me to the point where I’m ready because it’s tax, tax and more tax and everything is going up and people out here are hurting for groceries as their having to put gas in to go to work.

Nova Conner: We do understand that.

Mr. Ashley: But this drainage thing if somebody gets flooded I really think they ought to go and file a suit against the State or somebody cause they’re saying they are going to control it and you’ins can’t control it, so lets get a can of worms really open.

Don Williams:  They’re talking about controlling quality not quantity. They are not talking about the amount, I think they covered themselves you know by saying this is a storm water quality issue and we’re fortunate that we can use those funds for quantity issues but I mean the primary thing for them putting this into effect is storm water quality you know for clean water.
Mr. Ashley: Okay, I’ve got another thing, I know State and stuff is exempt. But all these highways and stuff that they are putting in is causing drainage problems to start with plus pollution. Do they get taxed on it?

Don Williams:  Are you talking about the State?

Mr. Ashley: Yes, hit em you all’s got to have your money to run the County so hit the state for their fare share.

Don Williams:  I don’t think that would work, thank you sir.

Doug Kildsig: My name is Doug Kildsig and I live at 4400 Lincoln Trail Road, that is a Tennyson address. I’ll follow this gentleman’s platform as he set the stage for what I have to share with all of you. Bobby, I sent you a letter that expressed some of my concerns with this levy. You know guys I’m not buying these excuses and I’m not buying this Council’s passing the responsibility onto the former Al Gore administration to the State. Now the bottom line is we expect you guys to stand between the citizens of this county and that kind of abuse. I’ve got a list of questions some of which have been partly answered through the discussion that’s taken place here today. A big question I have is what is the exact amount that has been raised by this $60.00 levy per Warrick County property owner? What is the dollar amount we’re talking about here?
Bobby: It’s projected at 1.18 million.

Mr. Kildsig: 1.18 million dollars. That’s a pretty big chunk of change.

Nova Conner: Not when you’re looking a projects   (the rest was inaudible)

Mr. Kildsig: 1.18 million dollars we’re going to monitor the quality of the flood water that God brings down onto this county.

Don Williams: That’s just one issue of the six that we have to (Commissioner Williams was interrupted)

Mr. Kildsig: And you don’t have any explanation or ability to rebuke that back to the State or to the Federal government? (again Commissioner Williams tried to answer and was interrupted) What you’re telling us here is that your hands…you’re at the mercy of the State government and we’re at your mercy and we all know this is ridiculous. I mean what are you going to use 1.18 million dollars to do. Do we have a problem?

Don Williams:  We have one project here that would cost between 5 and 7 million.

Nova Conner: Oh sir you are not aware of the cost to do projects.

Mr. Kildsig: Well, to begin with I think it’s debatable whether we have a quality issue with flood water or if we even have a problem with flood water for that matter. I mean my question to Bobby, I believe you’re the Commissioner right and he is the County Engineer? Who has chief responsibility for this?
Don Williams:  The Commissioner would.

Mr. Kildsig: Okay, then I’ll continue to address you. I mean I don’t even see a problem with flood water, I’ve been a resident of this county for 3 years now. Okay. What’s the issue, I mean you’re taxing rural residents.

Don Williams: There is no real issue in the northern part I don’t think, Lincoln Trails is in the northern part as is Lynnville where I live. So anything that you’ve said so far I would agree with because I don’t have a problem with storm water.

Mr. Kildsig: Okay so you can understand why myself and some of these other citizens here are concerned when a $60.00 levy showed up on our tax bill. I mean we can get into the issues with the amount of time and money the county spends managing rural flood water issues. I mean I have eyes in my head and I can see the kind of expense okay and manpower that’s put in place out there digging ditches throughout this rural area. I mean I think you have some new equipment this year, you have a lot of men out there digging ditches and delivering fill dirt…and I presented this to Bobby, I don’t know if he shared this with you but I mean there are some issues with procedural due process, there’s some issues with how the highway department used already to control flood water, so this just adds insult to injury for my perspective. I mean your digging ditches all over the county to keep people busy, I mean there’s no issue with flood water.

Nova Conner: Oh my goodness, sir.

Mr. Kildsig: You are, I mean is that not the truth?

Don Williams:   I would just simply say this Mr. Kildsig, that you’re perfectly welcome to your opinion and I appreciate it….

Mr. Kildsig: My opinion is shared with everybody I’ve discussed it with.

Nova Conner: We’ve got one lady right here that…….

Don Williams:  If roads were not ditched then they would collapse and be washed away, you wouldn’t have a paved road or a chip and seal road in the county that would hold up more than 6 months.

Mr. Kildsig: Well, as another gentleman brought up that money is funded through the existing property tax base. This money hasn’t got anything to do with that you’ve been doing a lot of good then okay to manage flood water issues because you’re busy out there digging ditches, you’re busy out there working these issues and now we’ve got another 1.18 million dollars to do something with. You know the issue is brought up of the economic conditions that we’re facing right now this is not a time when the budgets of most homes are exactly flush with money. I mean the timing is absolutely absurd. I mean we market trended last year and I spent 20 hours working the appeal through the local process to try to get my procedural and standard (?) rights back in place, okay and here I am again this year dealing with this. I mean it’s just ludicrous why you want to raise 1.18 million dollars from budgets that are already stressed. Look at the news, wages aren’t keeping up with costs, the value of my property is down big time, right, but I got market trended up last year so that the department of local government finance could help you guys fatten the budget and here we are this year no ones got any more money but the local government feels like they need to raise a $60.00 per person levy to take care of a problem that quite frankly I don’t even think exists.
Nova Conner:  And that is your opinion, Sir and we appreciate it.

Don Williams: And it probably doesn’t exist in your area.

Mr. Kildsig: Well, what about issues of private, I mean you mentioned that you want to go in and you want to assist private land owners with water control issues. I mean how is that a reasonable use of government tax money? I mean I’ve already brought up the issue of delivering fill dirt as a violation of procedural due process, you know you can’t go in and take care of private issues with my money. I mean it’s a private issue.

Don Williams:  Do you have water and sewer to your home, either one?

Mr. Kildsig: I have a septic system but I have water delivered by Tennyson.

Don Williams:  But you have to pay for your water?

Mr. Kildsig: That’s correct.

Don Williams: You know people who have water run to their houses and sewer to their house have a sewer utility and they have to pay a utility bill. This is a utility, it’s just that simple.
Mr. Kildsig: I have a septic system and like the gentleman said you know rain comes down why is it such a big issue? Does this mean that I mean when I ride around the countryside of Warrick County there is a lot of flood areas you know it doesn’t bother me. It doesn’t create anxiety in me when the water raises a little bit, it eventually dissipates does this necessitate a 1.18 million dollar issue and we’re not even talking about controlling volume issues. We’re talking about quality.

Nova Conner:  We’re talking in terms of both because volume sometimes definitely affects the quality. But you really haven’t you probably not familiar with all the areas because we deal with it on a daily basis from many many of our citizens and what they are going through. I personally feel very blessed.

Mr. Kidlsig: Well, you know I suggest that you bill those specific citizens with the problems like I said if it’s a private issue it’s really not a government issue to tax and redistribute.

Nova Conner:  So you really feel that education everybody is taxed even the people who don’t have children so do you feel like just the people who have children should be taxed for schools is that what you’re saying?
Mr. Kildsig: Well, some of that probably needs to be addressed.

Nova Conner: And that’s your opinion and we can respect that, sir.

Mr. Kildsig: But I have an issue with the use of this money for private conduct on people’s land who have a need for assistance from somebody. I mean they need to invest in that themselves privately is my opinion. The issue of the current property tax base being sufficient because I’ve seen plenty of evidence of good works in terms of ditch digging and the moving of dirt. We’ve addressed the issue of economic conditions, I mean no one has $60.00 to spend on something that to be quite honest is questionable. You know it’s really insult to injury especially with my experience last year regarding property tax issues in this County. So you know again does anybody have any additional comments or encouragement regarding the possibility of petition of the removal of this utility from my bill or from anybody else’s bill in this County? I mean is there any reconciliation besides standing here before you today and expressing my concerns and dissatisfaction with this? I know I talked to Noel Monimee and she told me that the best thing I could do would be to write Bobby Howard who apparently had authority over this levy and that I would need to come and attend a Board meeting on this and that there didn’t appear to be an opportunity to petition the County or the State for removal of this fee from my property tax bill.
Don Williams:  I think writing letters to your State Representatives would be a real good start, I mean we had a meeting two weeks ago and this issue was brought up and Mr. Stillwell was there, Susan Crouch was there and who was the other the one from Evansville, Dennis Avery was there and I told them that they need to get reins on IDEM because of the real money it is costing the citizens of this State. Statewide because they legislated in and they got no watchdog over them, it’s just that simple.
Mr. Kildsig: Well, don’t we write you and you write Mr. Stillwell, right, I mean we petition you and you petition them and they petition…..and I’m just saying I’m coming before you with some serious concerns of what’s going on here.

Don Williams:  I understand that and we can but they are going to listen to citizens as you are the ones who vote for them. I mean they all three know where I stand.

Mr. Kildsig: I mean I talked to Stillwell and our other representative last year but it was really working with Angela Wilder myself that got the job done. You know they are pretty distant from these issues. I mean I burned a lot of hours and I’m not being compensated for this you folks are being compensated. Yeah, you’re paying the $60.00 but your salary more than offsets it and plus you got 1.18 million dollars to charity people. I mean I want to know where this money is going who’s going to receive these funds, what private contractors, I mean that’s a lot of money to go out.

Don Williams:  Basically the County is doing it with County personnel, so far we haven’t…..the only thing we contracted so far……..

Bobby Howard: We have not decided to contract out our projects yet, we have done some consulting services in developing this storm water plan and what we can do on that end and we have used consultant to set up our IDEM permitting that was required so far and they tried to use other funds to get this started and figure out where we could go and we were eating into the cumulative drain budget which is his legal drain fund and this was determined as the way to have to fund the department. There are 24 counties in the State of Indiana that are currently having to find some way to fund this. Nationwide this is happening, a lot of cities and towns have been doing it for a long time and it’s something unfortunate that the County has had to come on board with. Now this fee may go down but I’d think it’s possibly going to be here for awhile.
Nova Conner: I think it will be and I guess and I do understand what you’re saying sir but I also see that we’re going to have an opportunity to help a lot of people in Warrick County and if you don’t feel the money should go to help them I can understand that but I feel very blessed that I talked to so many people that have issues that for the first time, we will be able to help.

Mr. Kildsig: Well you know over 90% of the land in Indiana is private so to me people on their private land need to be responsible for managing the drainage on that land essentially. I mean that’s just common sense, why the government wants to get involved in private issue at the expense of others…….

Nova Conner:  And sir if that was really possible and let me tell you, we’ve had people that have really tried earnestly to fix it and what they did caused a whole string of houses not to have proper drainage because they really didn’t know what they were doing. We have made suggestions for Bobby for people to do it themselves and a lot of times they don’t listen and sometimes they just don’t know when they put in the wrong size pipe that affects everybody in the neighborhood, but we do appreciate you efforts but we do have to move along.

Mr. Kildsig: Right, but those are partnerships that are formed with developers in the county, you know because it didn’t work out or wasn’t done properly is not my problem in hindsight and it will be interesting to see where this money goes. Because I assure you that it’s not going to benefit the majority of the rural residents of this county, I mean we don’t have an issue with storm water, none of the folks that live out where I live, it’s just not an issue.

Nova Conner:  I think that would be hard to say because that is one reason we felt strongly to go county wide because we do not want if there is an issue in your area to be able to approach it and that is the way we see it. But we thank you very much.
Cindy Horn: My name is Cindy Horn, I live at 4299 Maryjoetta in Newburgh. First of all I want you to know I understand you guys were stuck with something you had to do and I do want people to know Ohio Township where I live has a terrible flooding problem and I’ve come before the board and Bobby has worked with me and he is in the process of getting some blockages in a ditch cleaned out that will help our situation a lot. I know we talked before and I’m not sure where the process is as I know you had to send out letters and do different things nobody I don’t think anyone regardless of what your income level wants to pay $60.00 and how you can say only certain people should have to pay it or this person should pay it I mean that’s just like saying well I don’t have kids, I don’t plan on having kids why should I pay taxes for schools. I live in a low crime area the police never come to my area why do I have to pay taxes to support the police department. I don’t need them on my property. I think there are a great many people this will help if it works as it should and I hope it does and people take advantage. I had nothing but a positive response when I came to this Board, it is through no fault of my own that we had the situation that we have, it’s not other property owners fault it’s something that happened most of it is from the tornado that needs to be cleaned up and it’s really posing a problem for the residents in the area and there is a lot of flooding and not just in Ohio Township. But I know for a fact in Ohio township there is. I don’t want to pay the $60.00, no one wants to pay the $60.00 but if it’s going to work and if it’s going to help and help the flooding and help with some of the other problems we never had this before because unfortunately the drain that I’m speaking about is not a legal drain and we had our hands tied and there wasn’t a whole lot that we could do other than try to deal with other homeowners and that does not always work out as you said. Homeowners refused to do it, don’t know how to do it, can’t afford to do it whatever, so I’m thankful that you’re helping us out and again no one wants to pay it but it’s going to do some good. Thank you.
Cheryl Weaver: I live at 4366 Maryjoetta Drive and I know about the $60.00 thing and I agree with Cindy. I don’t have children in the school system anymore so I feel that I may be helping Tennyson send their children to school which is fine because whether Tennyson would be able to have their own school system with what they generate in income probably not but because I can contribute as does everybody they do. But you guys have been great as far as working with our drainage and Bobby and Nova in particular coming down into Maryjoetta and trying to work on some of the issues we have in there and someone has said previously that we don’t complain enough so we don’t get anything done, so I’m not complaining but I do have a hand out as a precursor to some other issues that are going to be occurring in our neighborhood that have to do with drainage so I’d like to be able to give you that, some of them are interesting as far as that but we have a high water table and flood plains, underground springs as Bobby has noted that we do have some issues with that and hopefully when you get into working on that road you won’t find any worse than what it is. There is a  lot of unstable ____?____ right there and we’ve already had our sewers worked on before the tornado in 2005, hammer taps not just in my neighborhood but on down the street which sort of which started it, people were having flooding in their basements on Maryjoetta and Outer Lincoln and Mr. Biggerstaff came and checked all the drains and everything so we’ve had issues with broken hammer taps and a compromised sewer problem  and right now we’re getting a lot of pylons that are being driven into Hwy 66 and that seismic shake I’m afraid is going to interfere with some of the older clay tiles and the connections again so this is just a very basic thing that we have put together for you to look at and I will pass that out. You can look at it for the next time you don’t have to do it right now but there they have been back and they have been checking the sewers and there are some things that I have marked and some of the pictures that you may have previously received.
There are some questions as well which we will address at a later date if you will, but this will give you an opportunity to look at it and go from there and see what we need to do for next time. Thank you.
PROJECT UPDATE:

Bobby: Moving on with project update, as you are aware at the County Council meeting last week we’ll need to discuss how we want to move forward with the prioritization list and I don’t really expect that to happen today especially with Phil being gone. But we may want to talk about that.

Don Williams:   It may take awhile to get that done with current Council, so my suggestion, Bobby, if you have it, Jim we did have at least a study from BLA, I don’t know if Bobby’s got a copy of that but you might want to give him a copy. It wasn’t county wide it was primarily central and south.

Jim Niemeyer:  We did one over there by Ivy Glenn.

Bobby: I’ll get with Jim and look at that and try to determine how the best way to approach this is now. We won’t be able to prioritize by cost and things in relation to every one of these projects that we were looking at and it will take some time to try to do it in-house.

Nova Conner:  Bobby, could you kind of just give us some scenario’s on what your thoughts are so we can…..

Bobby: I mean we might possibly review these areas that are in question and look at which ones have had the problems the longest and what we can do to take care of that and so that we can move forward with that. I could try to look at them individually and try to do what we were going to ask Commonwealth to do but it would be way next year before we would be able to accomplish that.

Nova Conner: Well, could you just give us some recommendations then, Bobby?

Bobby: I’ll look at it and get with you on how we might want to proceed with that. But I do think we need to keep those projects going.

MS-4

Bobby: The MS-4 permit renewal, our 5-year term ends this October, I believe the permit is due September 4, 2008 and our office has been handling that permit in house as you know before we were consulting that out in previous years and now that we have a department we’ve tried to do as much as we could in-house. I would need to ask how you want to go about who the operator will be for the next 5 years to put that on the NOI (Notice of Intent) to cover this permit term.

Don Williams: That can be put on there but if the operator should resign or get voted out of office it could certainly change.
Bobby: And if that would happen we need to change our operator, we would have to submit a new NOI to reflect that change.

Nova Conner:  Don, you are currently the operator, would you like to stay on as operator.

Don Williams:  Well, you and Phil may not be here and I may not be here either as far as that goes. I will do it for now at least for the permit. Then we can change it if we have to.

Bobby: We’ll advertise the NOI in the paper as required by IDEM’s permit.

EXCAVATOR PURCHASE:

Bobby: The last item I have for Stormwater crew that we now have working, we have been renting a compact excavator John Deere Model 35D for the last 3 months and that 3 months rental can be applied toward the purchase of the machine. It was $1,500.00 a month for the rental, so we have $4,500.00 towards the machine. The compact excavator that we’re running the purchase price is $29,000.00 minus the $4,500.00 rental fee, so it will be $24,500.00. I did price the next size excavator and there is a $17,000.00 difference in cost to go up one size. The one size would be helpful but we have been able to do the work we needed to do with this machine so I don’t know that it reflects the $17,000.00 cost difference and I’ve had this discussion with Phil as well with his operator experience and he was in agreement that it probably wouldn’t be worth the extra $17,000.00. So I would like to know at this time if the Board would like to move forward with the purchase of this machine for this department?

Don Williams:  I would move that we move forward with the purchase of the excavator.

Jim Niemeyer: I’ll second that.

Motion was made and seconded to purchase excavator. Motion carried 3-0.

Bobby: The only other item I have is that I know next year as far as in regards to equipment, I sent an e-mail with the possibility of getting a street sweeper and an inlet vacuum and a jetter. This may not happen until next year but I did want to keep it in your minds that this may be something that the department will need down the line. That is all I have.
MINUTES

WARRICK COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD

AUGUST 13, 2008

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Jim Niemeyer: The first item is the approval of minutes.

Don Williams:  Move to approve minutes of July 23, 2008.

Nova Conner:  Second

Motion was made and seconded to approve minutes of July 23, 2008. Motion passed 2-0

DRAINAGE PLAN APPROVAL:

PINE RIDGE SUBDIVISION:

Jim Niemeyer: We have a request that this be continued.

Don Williams: I move we take this off of the agenda until they reapply.

Were you representing Pine Ridge, Mr. Biggerstaff?

Mr. Biggerstaff: Yes, I am

Don Williams: Do you have a problem with that, Mr. Biggerstaff, is there another fee?

Jim Niemeyer: There isn’t one for the Drainage Board, I don’t think.
Nova Conner: I think in terms of Area Plan it had to be posted but as far as we’re concerned……..

Mr. Biggerstaff gave the board a letter he had requesting the continuance. 

Don Williams:   We’ll table this until October 8, 2008 then Mr. Biggerstaff. Move to table until October 8, 2008.

Mr. Kildsig from the audience stated he was having a  hard time following what was going on and also could not hear what was being discussed.

Nova Conner:   (Commissioner Conner moved the microphone closer) Okay, to be tabled until October 8, 2008, Commissioner Williams made the motion and I seconded it.

Motion was made and seconded. Motion passed 2-0.

There was some commotion and confusion in the audience as Mr. Kildsig did not have a Drainage Board agenda and stated he did not know what was going on whereas he was then given one.

Bobby: They switched from the Stormwater Board to the Drainage Board.

Mr. Kildsig: He was an engineer from a private company that’s under contract to the County to handle some drainage… ( the Board answered No) .okay I’m just trying to understand.

Commissioner Conner explained to Mr. Kildsig that Mr. Biggerstaff has a drainage plan to be presented to the Drainage Board for approval but has asked for a continuance.

WRIGHT DITCH-HAROLD BAKER:

Jim Niemeyer: The next item concerns Harold Baker and Wright Ditch.

Jim Biggerstaff, Utilities Consulting, Inc. and Harold Baker, 1099 Interrrden Road introduce themselves.

Mr. Biggerstaff: I’m here on behalf of Harold and this is in regards to Wright Ditch. Harold has about 160 acres that’s called the race track development and he had people interested in extending this development in a high class manner and during that period of time we did some drainage studies of that area. What has happened and I’ll leave this with you, there is approximately 2,338 acres that drain into Wright Ditch and here is a map that will show you the watershed and which flows through Harold’s development. Primarily what has happened is the elevation of this area has been raised by the flood plain and what’s happened is this Wright Ditch has not been cleaned east of Tow Path Road and it is a legal drain. It has inundated this property and it also affect the northwest side of Chandler. Harold has been there for over 30 years and apparently there has been no work on Wright Ditch east of Tow Path Road and what’s happened is that it is all blocked and silted up and it’s really a lot of the problem with the northwest side of Chandler so we would like to made a request that you review this and I would be glad to give you any data in regards to it. But it starts primarily at Inderrieden Road and it goes to Little Pigeon and there are quite a few Bakers involved in it. I think Stacer Baker’s property and what Harold is willing to do, he has equipment and he’s been an old operator from years ago and any assistance that he can give you as far as equipment, like backhoe’s to do the work on any of his property. But anything offsite he can’t really do and since this property is primarily the watershed to the northeast, we would like for you to take a look at it and see what you might do to assist us in getting this ditch cleaned out.
Nova Conner: We’ll take it under consideration, thank you.

INSPECTION REPORTS:

Jim Niemeyer: There are four reports that Scott has made a summary of and what he has done in visiting these sites and what he saw and we would like for you to consider these and Scott can run through these quickly.
Don Williams:  I don’t think there is any need of that, we’ll look at them and if it’s okay with Commissioner Conner in two weeks after we’ve had a chance to read them.

CLAIMS:

Nova Conner:  Any questions? Do we have a motion?

Don Williams:  Jim, has Karn Ditch been completed?

Jim Niemeyer: Yes along with Barrenfork and I did an experiment. I used hydro mulch on there and it is really working well. The erosion has stopped, the water is cleaned up so it is an application we could us I think in not only surveying but possibly County Highway and Storm Water quality management projects. Because it will slow down the water and it will prevent erosion and does a very nice job. It’s easy to install and you can cover a large area in a short amount of time. What I like about it too is that you can change the seed, the types to suit the job. I would be more than happy to show you where it is and take you out for a trip.

Don Williams:  That’s the only question I had. Move to approve the claims.

Nova Conner: Second.

Motion was made and seconded to pay claims. Motion carried 2-0.

Jim Niemeyer: There are no more items but I would like to say that in the short time Scott has been here he has done a nice job, very thorough and I like what I see.

Nova Conner: I agree, any other business? Do I have a motion to adjourn?
Don Williams:  So moved.

Motion was made and seconded to adjourn. Motion carried 2-0.
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