MINUTES
WARRICK COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD

DEPARTMENT OF STORM WATER MANAGEMENT

AUGUST 27, 2008

The Warrick County Drainage Board and Storm Water Management met in regular session with Vice-President Nova Conner presiding; also in attendance were Don Williams, Secretary, James E. Niemeyer, Surveyor, David Zengler, Attorney for the Boards.

Also attending was Noelle     for the Department of Storm Water.

Nova Conner:  The Warrick County Drainage and Department of Storm Water Management Boards will now come to order.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Nova Conner: The first thing we have on the agenda is the approval of  minutes, did everybody have an opportunity to read the minutes? Do I have a motion?

Don Williams:  Motion to approve.

Nova Conner: Second

Motion was made and seconded to approve minutes of August 13, 2008. Motion carried 2-0.

It was discussed that the minutes were actually for both boards.
It was said to reflect that both minutes were approved.

WIRES DITCH BID OPENING:

Nova Conner:  Next we have the ditch bid opening for Wires Ditch.
Jim Niemeyer: We only had one bidder and I sent out to two contractors that had grinding heads on their excavators and only one showed up for the pre-bid meeting. The other contractor did not even return my calls to him.

David Zengler: From Bigge Excavating bids for Wires Ditch grind all brush and trees from both sides of ditch remove silt in the bottom of ditch, restore slopes to original grade, straighten ditch in areas where erosion has changed flow line. Bid price per foot $2.80.

Don Williams:  Two dollars and eighty cents? !!

David Zengler: Total cost for 9,400 feet $26,320.00.

Nova Conner:  Jim, does that seem high?

Jim Niemeyer:  No, no I think that’s good.

Nova Conner: What did you say earlier about…….

Don Williams:  Does he have to haul that off? No that’s just cutting a path along Pigeon, that’s what he was talking about in your office. That’s different.

Jim Niemeyer:  No, don’t tamper with that price.

Nova Conner:  So you’re saying that you feel like that’s okay?

Jim started talking about project reports that Scott Holder had done them and was gone to a Drainage Seminar he would like to table until next meeting.

Nova Conner: We need to finish with Wires Ditch.

Don Williams:  I move that we accept Bigge Excavation for Wires Ditch project.

Nova Conner: Second

Motion was made and seconded to approve the bid received from Bigge Excavation, Inc. Motion carried 2-0.

Jim Niemeyer: I would request that the project reports from Scott be tabled until next meeting along with the one from Jim Biggerstaff and Harold Baker as Mr. Biggerstaff called and would like to have it the next meeting.

Don Williams:  Okay, we’ll do reports on September 10th.

INDOT  EDWARDS DITCH:
Jim Niemeyer: There is one thing I would like to mention. Last week I met with several employees of INDOT, the man in charge is Mister Greg Ellis and he is the roadway maintenance engineer out of the Vincennes Office, anyway I asked them to meet with me because I want to clean and remove the brush along on the south side of 66 between Bell Road and Frame Road. We did that two years ago and that is all we did is remove the brush and now we need to get involved a little more heavily. I told Mr. Ellis that if you want Henry (Bigge) to give you a contract, he’s here now would be a good time to do it as it would be less cost to the State. He agreed and at the same time I also mentioned to  him that last year I was asking them to clean out the culverts that cross I-164 just west of the Deaconess Hospital and also south of the Deaconess Hospital, they cross 66 and those are about 8-10 foot culverts and they are silting up rather badly. So we devised a potential solution for cleaning those and looked at all of the drainage there and so I called him this morning since he didn’t return my call and I spoke to Andy Carter, his assistant and I asked him if they had discussed those projects and he answered that they had and spent quite a lot of time reviewing records. We have concluded that it is all the responsibility of the state and that includes cleaning those two sets of culverts and that ditch all the way down to Stahl Road which it will save us a lot of money. I told Mr. Williams that I feel like I’ve earned my salt for the rest of the year. Today we are concluding work on Edwards Ditch extension and it looks great with the room that we had to work in. There is plenty of drainage there now and I am stabilizing the banks with hydro-mulch and they ought to be finished by 4:30 and we are ready for the rain tomorrow night so it will set up pretty well in twelve hours. I have done two other tests with this hydro-mulch and both of them have grass and seed also.
Nova Conner: Jim I know in the past we have talked about cleaning the Edwards Ditch all the way up to Chandler and I know we have talked about that and we need you to give us some information, some costs in terms of completing that all the way to Pigeon Creek. That is what we would like.

Jim Niemeyer: We’ll do that.

Nova Conner: When can you do that, can you get us the information by the next meeting?

Jim Niemeyer: We can use our canoe.

CLAIMS:

Nova Conner: We have claims, do I have a motion regarding payment?

Don Williams:  I make a motion to pay the claims for the sum of $ 23,169.71.

Nova Conner:  Second the motion.

Motion was made to pay claims. Motion carried 2-0.

DEPARTMENT OF STORM WATER

Noelle reported that there was nothing to report except that they are continuing working on local projects and they are still working on the storm water fee for those who did not receive it on their taxes and also those who stated they should not pay as they retain their own water.

Nova Conner: I wanted to give you some information because I had been in contact with Bill McKenzie who is the CEO of Manatron as I was really just trying to get to the bottom of what happened in regards to the information that was sent to Umbaugh and how it got miscommunicated. He did send me some information for us to read and if you would like to read it for the next meeting as he is indicating that it was not Manatron and he stated exactly what he did for Commonwealth, what they asked for and what he gave them and I think in his feeling is that they (Manatron) did nothing that was inappropriate or wrong in any way, so I think you need to read that. I think the accountability has to go somewhere because of this we are looking at additional funds being paid out and I think we really need to look at who was responsible. So maybe we can discuss that at the next meeting.
Don Williams:  Motion to adjourn.

Nova Conner: Second

Motion was made and seconded to adjourn. Motion passed 2-0.
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